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Margaret Anna Russocki
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~ Margaret Russocki, the archi-
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' borough, was to have been
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Margaret Russocki worked for Diamond and Meyers Architects before estab-
lishing her own practice in 1979. She began doing residential renovations out
of the basement of her own family house, then renting a small office. Soon her
practice expanded and she moved her office downtown to work on large com-
mercial and institutional projects. By 1984, she had completed St. Patrick’s el-
ementary school in Markham, probably the first school completed by a woman
architect. She was the principal partner in the architectural firm of Russocki and
Zawadzki Architects, which she had started on her own. In her brief professional

St. Francis Xavier Secondary School Mary Ward Secondary School career, she CompletEd:

MESISssan IO L’Amoreaux Park North Community Recreation Centre
Scarborough, ON

e Four shopping centre conversions;
e Five major office retrofits;

e Five bank branches;

e One library;

e One fire hall;

e Two master plans;

Client
Dufferin Peel Catholic District School
Board

Client
City of Scarborough
Metropolitan Separate School Board

Size <
36,420 sf Size

180,835 s.f.

Program

3-Storey Addition
2-Storey Cafetorium
21 Classrooms

Program
2-Storey's Accessible
Secondary School

Weight Room Tl
o  Fourteen elementary schools;
e Seven secondary schools.
Her accomplishments in designing schools earned her several awards: Missis-
sauga Urban Design Award for All Saints’ School, City of Scarborough Urban
Design Award twice, for West Rouge School and for Prince of Peace School.
And in Holy Trinity High School chronicle author Delio Di Giovanni wrote: The
design of the building is especially noteworthy. The chief architect was Margaret
A. Russocki. Impressed by its pastoral setting, she incorporated rural motifs in the
design of the school. The chapel and cafeteria have the shapes of a silo and barn
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computer networked and supported by adjacent teacher resource seminar rooms.
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