Th epresence of Poles in Canada has been traced back hundreds of years.
Poles have been coming here in pursuit of happiness, prosperity

and freedom, contributing in return to the progress and development of their

adopted country. Thanks to the multicultural policy, promoting equal standing

for Canadians of diverse background, culture and religion, they could retain their

POLISH SPIRIT

We are proud to present the contributions that Canadians of Polish origin have
made to Ontario’s heritage in community work, politics, culture, science and
engineering.

POLISH SPIRIT is a project organized by the Executive Board of the Polish Canadian Women's Federation, under the overall direction of Dr. Yvonne

Bogorya-Buczkowski, its President. It is sponsored by the Ontario Trillium Foundation, Polish Canadian organizations, and private donors.

Polish Canadian Women'’s Federation was founded in 1956 by Jadwiga Dobrucka to assist women of Polish origin in preserving and sharing their
cultural values, and contributing to Canadian society. It is a nonprofit, charitable organization, an active member of Canadian Polish Congress, National
and Provincial Council of Women, World Polish Women'’s Federation. During fifty-three years of its operation it has grown to over twenty branches

across Canada. Dedicated to the preservation of Polish cultural traditions, Polish Canadian Women's Federation is actively involved in Canadian life.

Sixty top achievers presented in the exhibit have been carefully selected by the Nominating Committee, appointed by the Polish Canadian Women's

Federation. The Committee has adopted the following criteria for selection of candidates:

Polish roots

Lifetime achievements recognized by Order of Canada or Order of Ontario

Contribution to specific fields documented by awards, distinctions, and other recognized records of achievements
Minimum ten years of professional or community activities

Regional representation

NOMINATING COMMITTEE

Kazimierz Babiarz Association of Polish Engineers in Canada

Dr. Krzysztof Ciuk Curator, Royal Ontario Museum

Dr. Nina Kolesnikoff Professor, McMaster University

Wiladyslaw Lizon President, Canadian Polish Congress

Marek Malicki President, Millennium Foundation

Marceli Ostrowski President, Polish Canadian Combatants’ Association, Chapter 20
Dr. Anna Paudyn Adam Mickiewicz Foundation

Dr. Edward Soltys President, Canadian Polish Research Institute

Hieronim Teresinski President, Association of Polish Engineers in Canada

Zofia de Witt Advisor, Polish Canadian Women'’s Federation

PROJECT TEAM EDITORS
Project coordinator Ewa Szozda Steve Gunnar Paulsson
Logo and poster design Jerzy Kolacz Krzysztof Zarzecki

Artistic direction Joanna Dabrowski
Graphic production Yarek Dabrowski 1 Studio .unk’r.cq

RESEARCHERS / WRITERS / TRANSLATORS VOLUNTEERS

Yvonne Bogorya Katarzyna Chmielewska
Maria and Janusz Budziakowski Jolanta Karolska Poloczek
Nina Krygier Elzbieta Lata

Marek Kusiba Katarzyna Pelczar

Steve Gunnar Paulsson Kamila Podbielski

Ania Potasz Magda Szozda

Edward Soltys

WO M E N 'S FE DERATI O N Malgorzata Stanislawska

Since 1956 Stanislaw Stolarczyk

Ewa Szozda
\\/ Henryk Wojcik

Krzysztof Zarzecki
Edward Zyman

CREDITS FOR PHOTOGRAPHS

CBC Archives, personal collection of Nina Sparks, Prof. Cecilia Wojciechowska, Krystyna Orlowska, Natalie and Marie Haidasz, Jennie and
Anthony Grabowski, Krzysztof Kott, Nelli Turzanski, Fakty Publishing House, Polish Canadian Research Institute, Copernicus Lodge,
St. Stanislaus-St. Casimir’s Parishes Credit Union, and Punkt.ca

Special thanks to the Board members of the Polish Canadian Women'’s Federation for their assistance in collecting photographs:
Ewa Zadarnowska and Branch No. 8 in Ottawa, Irena Kremblewska, Katarzyna Grandwilewska, Teresa Wierzbicka, and Bozena Fogel for
her administrative assistance.
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